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PROPOSED REVISION: 

De-editing applies only to a sending numeric-edited item.

JUSTIFICATION:

COBOL-85 is not clear whether de-editing did or did not apply to numeric-edited items only. 

At meeting 225, it was decided that de-editing shall apply to numeric-edited items only.

COMPATIBILITY:

This proposal is not compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

PROPOSED CHANGES:

1. On page 475, 14.10.23.3, MOVE statement, insert the following as a new GR4 and renumber the succeeding GR's accordingly:

"4) De-editing takes place when the sending operand is a numeric-edited data item and the receiving item is a numeric or a numeric-edited data item."

2. On page 476, 14.10.23.3, MOVE statement, (old) GR4, item a), delete the 4th sentence (i.e. the sentence that starts with "If the sending operand is numeric-edited,").

3. On page 810, D.1, Substantive changes potentially affecting existing programs, add the following as a new item:

"nn) MOVE statement, de-editing. De-editing applies to numeric-edited items only.

Justification: 

The previous COBOL-standard did not clearly specify whether de-editing did or did not apply to numeric-edited items only. This draft international standard specifies that de-editing applies to numeric-edited items only. It is estimated that few, if any, programs will be affected by this change."

4. On page 844, Index, change the reference to de-editing to refer to the new GR4 of the MOVE statement.

